Sos Ang 


$2.75 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER © 2017 WSCE 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2017 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


SHOCKER IN ALABAMA 


Democrat wins Senate seat in deep-red South, a blow to Trump 


JUSTIN SULLIVAN Getty Images 


DOUG JONES celebrates with supporters in Birmingham after he was declared the winner over scandal-plagued Republican Roy Moore, 
who refused to concede defeat late Tuesday night. The election result will cut the Republicans’ Senate advantage to a single seat. 


Skirball fire traced to encampment 


Blaze was accidentally 
ignited at a homeless 
camp near L.A.’s most 
affluent homes. There 
are no suspects. 


By GALE HOLLAND, 
LAURA J. NELSON 
AND DAVID ZAHNISER 


The blaze that swept 
through the hills of Bel-Air 
last week, destroying six 
homes and damaging a doz- 
en others, was sparked by a 
cooking fire at a homeless 
encampment in a nearby 
ravine, Los Angeles officials 
said Tuesday. 

The encampment was 
nestled in a canyon several 
hundred feet from Sepul- 
veda Boulevard and the 405 
Freeway, hidden from pass- 
ing cars. For several years, it 
had been home to an un- 
known number of people, of- 


ED LEE 


BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 


A POT is among the few remnants of a homeless camp where investigators say 
the Skirball fire, which scorched more than 400 acres, began east of the 405. 


San Francisco’s 
mayor during the 
city’s tech boom 


By RonGc-GonaG Lin II 
REPORTING FROM SAN FRANCISCO 


d Lee became mayor 

as San Francisco 

emerged from the 

Great Recession into 
a boom phase rivaling the 
Gold Rush that first put the 
city on the map. 

Both supporting and 
containing the excesses of 
the tech explosion became a 
central theme of his seven 
years as mayor. Lee was an 
unabashed supporter of 
bringing jobs and tech com- 
panies to San Francisco, 
which he called the Innova- 
tion Capital of the World. He 
oversaw years of dramatic 


Davip BUTOW 


‘A HERO’ 
Ed Lee oversaw years 
of growth in the city. 


growth that transformed the city’s skyline while also send- 
ing real estate values to stratospheric levels. 

He also tried — and some say with little success — to 
tame the boom: higher rents have pushed San Francisco 
into a housing affordability crisis. 

Lee, 65, died early Tuesday, hours after collapsing while 
shopping at a supermarket near his home. The issues that 
he grappled with remain largely unsolved. And as San 


Francisco residents grieved the sud- 


[See Lee, A11] 


ficials said. 

Investigators said the 
wildfire was not set deliber- 
ately and they have not 
found any of the people who 
lived there. The camp — one 
of scores of makeshift com- 
munities that have grown 
along freeways, rivers and 
open space across Los Ange- 
les — was essentially de- 
stroyed in the fire, leaving lit- 
tle evidence. 

News that one of Los An- 
geles’ most affluent neigh- 
borhoods was damaged ina 
fire sparked by some of the 
city’s poorest residents add- 
ed a sober note to the inci- 
dent, with some officials say- 
ing it underscores the need 
to do more to house the 
homeless. 

This “makes a tragic 
event even more tragic,” 
said Los Angeles Council- 
man Paul Koretz, whose dis- 
trict includes Bel-Air. “The 
saddest thing is that we have 
so many homeless people. 

[See Bel-Air, A14] 


‘Trump lawyers want Russia 
inquiry team investigated 


Personal attorneys 
join Republicans in 
efforts to undermine 
Mueller’s findings. 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Spe- 
cial counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III isn’t done with 
his investigation into Rus- 
sian meddling in last year’s 
presidential election, but 
Republicans increasingly 
are trying to stack up rea- 
sons for the American public 
to doubt whatever he con- 
cludes. 

On Tuesday, President 
Trump’s legal team joined a 
growing chorus of Republi- 
cans who want to investigate 


the prosecutors investigat- 
ing the White House, calling 
for another special counsel 
to examine decisions and 
personnel at the Justice De- 
partment. 

“The conflicts of interest 
here and the impropriety isa 
very serious concern,” Jay 
Sekulow, one of Trump’s 
personal lawyers, said in an 
interview. “You have to look 
at all of 2016 and what was 
going on in the Department 
of Justice.” 

Sekulow cited reports 
that Bruce G. Ohr, a senior 
official at the Justice De- 
partment, had a previously 
undisclosed meeting with 
Fusion GPS, a private re- 
search firm that compiled 
unverified allegations about 
Trump and his aides into the 
now-infamous dossier that 


emerged last year. Ohr’s wife 
apparently worked for the 
firm, although it’s unclear 
whether her work over- 
lapped with last year’s cam- 
paign. 

The issue was the latest 
that Trump’s supporters 
have seized upon to paint in- 
vestigations into the presi- 
dent as partisan in nature. 
They cite financial contrib- 
utions to Democrats by 
some of Mueller’s team of 
prosecutors, the transfer ofa 
senior FBI agent who had 
sent what were said to be 
anti-Trump texts to a col- 
league, and other controver- 
sies as evidence that the in- 
quiry is fatally flawed. 

Ty Cobb, a White House 
lawyer, suggested Tuesday 
that the Mueller investiga- 

[See Investigation, A10] 


$16-billion deal 
for mall giant 


Westfield Corp. agrees 
to be acquired by a 
French commercial 
real estate company. 
BUSINESS, Ci 


The next Ohtani 
waits in wings 
Dodgers may have the 
inside track on Yusei 
Kikuchi, another 
hard-throwing pitcher 
from Japan. SPORTS, D1 


Weather: Sunny 
L.A. Basin: 81/53. B6 
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By MARK Z. BARABAK 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Democrat Doug Jones, who 
started the Alabamarace for 
U.S. Senate as a massive 
underdog, swept to victory 
Tuesday night in a repudia- 
tion of scandal-stained Roy 
Moore. The upset also dealt 
a serious blow to President 
Trump. 

The narrow victory slices 
the GOP’s already-thin mar- 
gin in the Senate to a single 
seat, complicating the par- 
ty’s legislative push and giv- 
ing Democrats a major 
boost heading into the 2018 
campaign, when control of 
Congress will be at stake. 

The win — which Moore 
refused to acknowledge — 
marked the first time a De- 
mocrat has captured a U.S. 
Senate seat in Alabamaina 
quarter ofa century. 

More broadly, it signaled 
the limits of the nation’s po- 
litical tribalism. 

In this deeply conserva- 
tive, overwhelmingly Re- 
publican stronghold, the al- 
legations of sexual miscon- 
duct Moore faced were 
enough for many to over- 
come the reflexive opposi- 
tion to a party they have long 
associated with permissive- 
ness and profligacy. 

“At the end of the day, 
this entire race has been 
about dignity and respect,” a 
jubilant Jones told cheering 
supporters at a rally in 
downtown Birmingham. 

“This campaign has been 
about the rule of law,” Jones 
said. “This campaign has 
been about common cour- 
tesy and decency and mak- 
ing sure that everyone in this 

[See Alabama, A8] 
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ROY MOORE was the 
third major candidate in 
a row who won President 
Trump’s endorsement 
and then lost the race. 


ANALYSIS 


Abad sign 
for GOP 
and a road 
map for 
Democrats 


By CATHLEEN DECKER 


Democrats who opened 
the year clashing among 
themselves and lamenting 
President Trump’s election 
have closed 2017 with victo- 
ries that demonstrated their 
ability to weaponize party 
enthusiasm and draw a tem- 
plate for success in a sharply 
competitive battle for Con- 
gress in 2018. 

For Republicans, Tues- 
day night’s stunning loss by 
Roy Moore in Alabama’s 
Senate race — the first GOP 
defeat in a Senate race there 
in a generation — under- 
scored a bleak passage of 
time: A year that began in 
unified control of Washing- 
ton has ended with the party 
bitterly split and redefined 
in the worst of ways, saddled 
with an unpopular president 
and a Senate candidate ac- 
cused of child molestation. 

Certainly, Doug Jones’ 
victory in Alabama was to 
some extent a fluke — an 
outcome made possible by 
Republicans nominating a 
deeply flawed candidate, 
Moore, who many ofthe par- 
ty’s voters could not stom- 
ach. Turnout was tepid in 

[See Analysis, A9] 


